Bouchard Finlayson’s Galpin Peak 2009 scores top marks in Wine Spectator
 
In the latest results made available by acclaimed international wine publication, Wine Spectator, Bouchard Finlayson’s 2009 Galpin Peak scored 92 out of 100 points placing it in the ‘outstanding’ category.
 
The rating reaffirms the winery as one of South Africa’s leading Pinot Noir producers. 

New York based senior editor and wine critic James Molesworth described the Galpin Peak 2009 as “rich and ripe, but very stylish, with gorgeous mulled spice, blackberry, briar, spice bread and incense notes all woven together and driving through the long, black tea-tinged finish”.

“The result is excellent news and proves once again that the 2009 Galpin Peak is of the same exceptional quality as previous vintages,” says general manager and winemaker Peter Finlayson.

Molesworth is part of a team of 12 specialist staff members at Wine Spectator who altogether review over 18 000 wines annually – more than any other wine publication. The team tastes the wines blind. 

Harvesting at the estate is well underway, with the weather playing its part after a “torrid” past three months, says Finlayson. “Grapes are not in pristine condition, but if I reflect on previous years we have enjoyed some of our best winemaking from these not so perfect grape years.”

Since being established in 1989, the Bouchard Finlayson label has gained a reputation for producing some of the country’s best wines. Situated in the temperate Hemel-en-Aarde Valley on 125 hectares (312 acres) of Walker Bay's prime viticulture land, Bouchard Finlayson vineyard and winery is a small cellar dedicated to the quality production of Pinot noir, Chardonnay and Sauvignon Blanc. 

Today, the vineyard is owned by the Tollman family and under the leadership of Victoria Tollman and winemaker Finlayson. Nineteen hectares (47 acres) of the estate are currently under vine with 50% devoted to the varietal for which Finlayson is most acclaimed – Pinot Noir. Other cultivars under production include Chardonnay, Sauvignon Blanc and Sangiovese, as well as a handful under exploration. Bouchard Finlayson is an accredited member of the Biodiversity and Wine initiative (BWI).     

Ever since releasing their first vintages, the name Bouchard Finlayson has been internationally synonymous with excellence and is today distributed in selected stores locally as well as to more than 30 countries.

Located on the R320 near Hermanus, Bouchard Finlayson vineyard and winery is open for tastings and sales on Monday to Friday from 09h30 to 17h00 and on Saturdays from 09h30 to 12h30. For further information, call +27 28 312 3515; email info@bouchardfinlayson.co.za; or visit www.bouchardfinlayson.co.za.          

Bouchard Finlayson is associated to the five-star Twelve Apostles Hotel and Spa, Bushmans Kloof Wilderness Reserve and Wellness Retreat and The Oyster Box Hotel.
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