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BOUCHARD FINLAYSON ON A WINNING STREAK

South Africa, Hemel-en-Aarde Valley – 1 December 2005: Over the recent months, the dedication to excellence and commitment to quality of top-end South African wine producer – Bouchard Finlayson – has been honoured and recognised by a host of wine judging panels both locally and internationally.

2006 John Platter South African Wine Guide

This year’s John Platter Wine Guide reviewing panel ranked no less than 75% of Bouchard Finlayson’s current portfolio of wines with an ‘excellent’ four-stars or more! The guide is hailed as ‘the most comprehensive, up-to-date and authoritative chronicle of who’s who and what’s what in the South African wine country.’

The estate’s wines were ranked in the guide as follows:

· ‘Superlative’ 5-star rating: 
Tête de Cuvée Galpin Peak Pinot Noir 2001

· ‘Outstanding’ 4 ½ - star rating: Galpin Peak Pinot Noir 2003

· ‘Excellent’ 4-star rating: 

Hannibal 2003

Missionvale Chardonnay 2004

Kaaimansgat Chardonnay 2004

Sans Barrique Chardonnay 2004

In addition, the vineyard’s easy-drinking Walker Bay Sauvignon Blanc 2005 and their Blanc de Mer both received a ‘Very Good / Promising’ 3 ½ – star rating in the latest John Platter edition.

The 2005 Santé Classic Wine Trophy Awards

It was announced on Friday 25 November, at a stylish luncheon hosted at the Santé Winelands Hotel and Wellness Centre in Cape Town, that Bouchard Finlayson’s special Limited Reserve Crocodile’s Lair / ‘Kaaimansgat’ Chardonnay 2004 had been awarded the exclusive gold medal at the 2005 Santé Classic Wine Trophy Awards.

With a judging panel comprising a selection of 13 French wine experts, the Classic Wine Trophy is renowned for bringing Continental vision to the South African wine industry.

To maintain award prestige, all wines were tasted blind and only five gold medals were issued for white wines. No silver or bronze awards were given. Three trophies were also issued to the leading red wine, the top white wine, and the ‘best value wine’. 

Winemaker Peter Finlayson describes the Limited Reserve 2004 Kaaimansgat Chardonnay vintage as ‘Refreshingly mineral with gorgeous golden yellow colour, scented nose with toasty oak which carries through onto the smooth buttery palate. Fresh, fruit driven mouth-feel of white peach, melon and apple; beautiful integration of oak and fruit. Will age handsomely.’ Only 370 cases of the 2004 vintage have been produced. 

2005 Wine Style Asia Awards

The Wine Style Asia Awards are run in conjunction with the ‘Wine for Asia’ exhibition, which is held annually in Singapore to showcase producers from around the globe and target the Asian wine and spirit market. 

This year’s judging panel - which consisted of seven wine experts, writers and publishers from Australia, Germany, Japan, Singapore, Thailand and the United States – awarded the Bouchard Finlayson Kaaimansgat Chardonnay 2003 with an exceptional ‘gold’ award whilst the Sans Barrique Chardonnay 2004 received a ‘bronze’ award.

Winemaker’s Choice Diamond Award 2005

Then, in September this year, Bouchard Finlayson was also the proud recipient of the Winemaker’s Choice Diamond Award 2005 for their soon-to-be-released Tête de Cuvée 2003 Galpin Peak Pinot Noir.

The award was given based on the results of this year’s inaugural Winemaker’s Choice competition – South Africa’s only award show judged exclusively by winemakers. The competition saw a total pool of more than 600 quality wines entered across 10 different varietal categories. 

With Winemaker’s Choice considering the 2005 Pinot Noir category to have arguably the highest calibre of entrants, it seems quite fitting that a wine epitomizing the signature Pinot noir style of South Africa’s Pinot-pioneer – Peter Finlayson – was selected as one of only two wines to receive this prestigious award!

For further information on these awards contact the head office of Manley Communications in Cape Town on 27 21 448 8084, email premierbrands@publicity.co.za or visit the Press Room at www.manleycommunications.co.za .
ABOUT BOUCHARD FINLAYSON

Established in 1989 in the temperate Hemel-en-Aarde Valley, on 125-hectares (312 acres) of Walker Bay’s prime viticultural land, Bouchard Finlayson vineyard and winery is a small cellar dedicated to the quality production of Pinot noir, Chardonnay and Sauvignon Blanc. Ever since releasing their first vintages, the name - Bouchard Finlayson - has been internationally synonymous with excellence. Today, under the leadership of winemaker Peter Finlayson, 19 hectares (47 acres) of the estate are currently under vine, with 50% devoted to the varietal for which Peter is most acclaimed - Pinot noir. Other cultivars under production include Chardonnay, Sauvignon blanc, Sangiovese as well as a handful under exploration.  

Bouchard Finlayson vineyard and winery is open for tastings and sales on Monday to Friday from 09h30 to 17h00 and on Saturdays from 09h30 to 12h30. To contact Bouchard Finlayson vineyards direct, call 27 28 312 3515, email info@bouchardfinlayson.co.za or visit www.bouchardfinlayson.co.za
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