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BOUCHARD FINLAYSON – IN A CLASS OF ITS OWN

South Africa, Hemel-en-Aarde Valley – February 2006: HIDDEN in the Hemel-en-Aarde Valley, at the southern point of Africa, is a boutique winery set apart by its commitment to quality. Under the guidance and pioneering-spirit of its passionate winemaker Peter Finlayson, the vineyard’s award-winning wines have become internationally renowned, whilst the estate’s rich Pinot Noir is recognised as the label of choice to connoisseurs of South African wines. And to the sophisticated elite seeking life’s finer things, the name of this African jewel – Bouchard Finlayson – is synonymous with excellence and distinction.

Established in 1989, Bouchard Finlayson nestles on 125 ha of prime wine growing land in the maritime wine region of Walker Bay. Today, under the leadership of winemaker and business partner, Peter Finlayson, 19 ha is under vine, with 50% devoted to Pinot noir – the varietal for which Peter, and subsequently the valley, is most acclaimed. Other wines produced in the estate’s 200-ton winery include superlative ranges of Chardonnay and Sauvignon Blanc.

In 2005 Bouchard Finlayson won a host of awards and this success has been carried through into early 2006. The vineyard was recently acclaimed as the Cape’s Best Vineyard by leading British Sunday newspaper the Sunday Telegraph in there ‘Best of Cape Town’ feature.
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PIONEERS IN THEIR FIELD

With their bold breakaway from establishing a traditional Cape Dutch-style winery, Bouchard Finlayson identified itself as a trendsetter from its outset in the late 1980s.   










Cape Dutch themes and elements are carried through in the recently completed Bouchard Finlayson Homestead. Architect Anton De Kock’s stunning combination of modern influences on timeless Cape Dutch styling has rendered a home that is not only beautifully appointed, but also ties into the Bouchard Finlayson philosophy of superlative wine making.

The new Homestead is not only an understated architectural work of art, but also a home that looks and feels timeless in style and design. Architectural and décor elements have been used in such a way as to simply augment the famously picturesque Walker Bay Wine Valley. While the upper living quarters of the Homestead is a private residence the wine cellar situated in the basement of the house will be used for special events and wine tastings, select gatherings and the launches of new wines. 

This almost theatrical brick vault is linked by deep brick arches and dramatic low-level uplighting and has created a tasting area full of natural ambience. All who view the new cellar describe it as being incredibly and it is well known as project manager of the homestead and owner - Toni Tollman “as my favourite area in this magnificent home”.

With thatch and white walls predominating, the Bouchard Finlayson cellar –which is elegantly featured on their label - maintains a Cape feel whilst the ornate gables, towering walls and high ceilings so typical of Cape Dutch architecture give way to clean lines and low-slung walls. A pitched roof seeps out into vast thatch overhangs to form a wrap around veranda and evoke a rural sentiment. This protects and cools the building and cellar from the harsh heat of the midday sun.  

It’s in the heart of this building - in the modern yet traditional production cellar with its stainless steel and concrete tanks - where winemaker Peter Finlayson practices his ‘alchemy’. 











MORE

With an eye for a challenge and an unending passion for mastering the art of producing quality wines, Peter is widely recognised for putting South African Pinot noir on the map. This recently saw the estate voted as South Africa’s leading Pinot noir Producer by Wine Magazine, whilst it is largely due to Peter’s efforts that the Hemel-en-Aarde Valley is now renowned for being ‘home to the Pinot noir grape’.

In a bid to further appeal to the cultural palate of the European market, more recently Peter has developed an enthusiasm for growing the Tuscan and French cultivars of Sangiovese, Nebbiolo, Barbera and Mourvedre - a rare find in new-world wine growing regions.

Out of these cultivars, and a few years of experimental wine making, the Hannibal blend was born. This is a harmonious blend of Sangiovese, Pinot noir, and small amounts of Nebbiolo, Barbera, Shiraz and Mouvedre that Peter describes as ‘an orchestra of flavours performed from the notes of different Italian and French cultivars’. The blending of Sangiovese with Pinot noir is arguably unique. 

Finally, to produce grapes of multiple layers, structure and complexity, Bouchard Finlayson follows a technique not used elsewhere in the Cape. Subscribing to the Burgundian philosophy of high density planting, 9000 vines are planted per hectare to encourage greater surface of leaf exposure and restrict root growth. This improves fruit concentration, which is so essential to the making of truly great wines.  

WINEMAKER PETER FINLAYSON

A graduate oenologist from Stellenbosch University, winemaker Peter Finlayson comments, ‘Each wine is like a new child displaying uniqueness, offering promise, evoking a range of emotions, without any guarantees. I get involved in the initial development giving my all but once bottled and released into the world, I have to stand back and let go, quietly watching it develop and make its mark or accept criticism in the face of its exposure.’

It’s arguably in this unassuming approach where the key to Peter’s success lies. His love for winemaking coupled with the ability to evaluate criticism and learn from it to achieve greater perfection has allowed him to embrace the challenges that moulded his success. 
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Always one to better his best, after graduating from Stellenbosch Peter went on to further his knowledge and improve his skills by enrolling as a guest student at Geisenheim in the Rheingau. 

Thereafter, following a short period at Boschendal, Peter was to accept the challenge of introducing and establishing Pinot noir in Hermanus for neighbours Hamilton Russel – a challenge which was to make his success with the Pinot noir grape legendary. In 1989, his achievement with this particular varietal culminated in Peter receiving the Diners Club Winemaker of the Year Award. In the same year, Peter was to establish Bouchard Finlayson together with business partner Michael Clark. 

Today, after years in the industry and many study trips to Burgundy that forged invaluable friendships with the likes of Paul Bouchard and Bruno Lorenzen, the wines produced by this respected industry veteran – be it his rich Pinot noir, his exceptional Chardonnay or masterful Sauvignon blanc - are considered a prized piece at any special occasion.  

PRIME WINE-GROWING TERROIR

At Bouchard Finlayson, skill of the winemaker complements quality of terroir to produce exceptional wines.

Nestled 120km south east of Cape Town in the Hemel-en-Aarde Valley, the estate is surrounded and protected by the mountainous ‘Galpin Peak’ and ‘Tower of Babel’. Here, cool sea-breezes from the Atlantic Ocean work to keep vines cool thereby encouraging slow-ripening flavour-rich grapes.  

To promote moisture retention, clay is found in the predominant Bokkeveld (Malmesbury) Shale in varying percentages, whilst vines are planted in a north-south direction to ensure equitable sunlight exposure. Cultivars currently under production include Pinot noir, Chardonnay, Sauvignon blanc, Sangiovese and a handful under exploration.  

Established in 1989 in the temperate Hemel-en-Aarde Valley, on 125-hectares (312 acres) of Walker Bay’s prime viticultural land, Bouchard Finlayson vineyard and winery is a small cellar dedicated to the quality production of Pinot noir, Chardonnay and Sauvignon blanc. Ever since releasing their first vintages, the name - Bouchard Finlayson - has been internationally synonymous with excellence. 
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Today, under the leadership of winemaker Peter Finlayson, who is also business partner, 19 hectares (47 acres) of the estate are currently under vine, with 50% devoted to the varietal for which Peter is most acclaimed - Pinot noir. Other cultivars under production include Chardonnay, Sauvignon blanc, Sangiovese as well as a handful under exploration.  

The estate is conveniently situated 1 ½ hour’s drive from Cape Town just outside the charming seaside village of Hermanus. Renowned as the world’s best land-based whale watching spot, Hermanus also offers a range of interesting local arts and crafts, top-class restaurants and quaint tearooms. Any time spent in the region would be lacking without sampling Bouchard Finlayson’s gems. 

Situated on the R320, in The Hemel-en-Aarde Valley near Hermanus, Bouchard Finlayson vineyard and winery is open for tastings and sales on Monday to Friday from 09h30 to 17h00 and on Saturdays from 09h30 to 12h30. For further information call 27 28 312 3515; email info@bouchardfinlayson.co.za; or visit www.bouchardfinlayson.co.za

ENDS/
EDITOR’S NOTES

Most recent Awards

Sunday Telegraph’s Best Cape Vineyard

Britain’s Sunday Telegraph ‘Travel Section’ dated 5th February 2006 named boutique South African winery, Bouchard Finlayson as the Best Vineyard in the Cape Winelands. In the follow up article to the 2005 Telegraph Annual Travel Awards where Cape Town was named favourite foreign city, the Sunday Telegraph listed the ‘best’ of Cape Town and Bouchard Finlayson came up trumps.
2006 John Platter South African Wine Guide

This year’s John Platter Wine Guide reviewing panel ranked no less than 75% of Bouchard Finlayson’s current portfolio of wines with an ‘excellent’ four-stars or more! The guide is hailed as ‘the most comprehensive, up-to-date and authoritative chronicle of who’s who and what’s what in the South African wine country.’
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The 2005 Santé Classic Wine Trophy Awards

Santé Winelands Hotel and Wellness Centre in Cape Town has announced that Bouchard Finlayson’s special Limited Reserve Crocodile’s Lair / ‘Kaaimansgat’ Chardonnay 2004 had been awarded the exclusive gold medal at the 2005 Santé Classic Wine Trophy Awards.. 

2005 Wine Style Asia Awards

The Wine Style Asia Awards are run in conjunction with the ‘Wine for Asia’ exhibition with a judging panel consisting of seven wine experts, writers and publishers from Australia, Germany, Japan, Singapore, Thailand and the United States – awarded the Bouchard Finlayson Kaaimansgat Chardonnay 2003 with an exceptional ‘gold’ award whilst the Sans Barrique Chardonnay 2004 received a ‘bronze’ award.

Winemaker’s Choice Diamond Award 2005

Bouchard Finlayson was also the proud recipient of the Winemaker’s Choice Diamond Award 2005 for their soon-to-be-released Tête de Cuvée 2003 Galpin Peak Pinot Noir.The award was given based on the results of this year’s inaugural Winemaker’s Choice competition – South Africa’s only award show judged exclusively by winemakers. 
